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TO THE 
BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE'S UNION 

of Philadelphia 
this little volume is most cordially 

DEDICATED 

with the prayer that each member may 

unite in his own character 

the noble winsomeness of NAOMI 

and the loving faithfulness of 

RUTH 
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^nf/ior's J2ofe 



The story of Ruth and Naomi has always seemed to 
me^ while clearly showing God's ruling and overruling 
providences in what we call the evety-day trifles of our 
lives, as well as in those steps which we deem more im- 
portant, to emphasise, AS ITS especial lesson, the 
peculiar duty laid upon every Christian by the very cir- 
cumstances of his confession, not only to be LOVING, 
but to be LOVABLE. Had Naomi, in a strange coun- 
try, and amid sorrows which would have crushed the 
sweetness and tenderness out of many a heart and life, 
won from her daughter-in-law less of personal love to 
herself, the whole of sacred history thereafter would 
have been changed. 

Sometimes, perhaps, we fall into unlovely ways of 
look or speech or action, because we forget for a time 
our high calling; forget that we are representatives of 
the Master, and witnesses to his love ; forget even to 
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keep that love aglow within us. May the mission of 
this little book be to remind us all that, though far from 
home, aye, even though our hearts may be throbbing 
with a sorrow, of which only the Father knows, it is still 
not only our duty, but our blessed and highest privilege, 
to win to the kingdom those whom God places in any 
relation to us THROUGH THE PERSONAL LOVE with 
which he blesses our own lives. 

God is lave ; we are his children ; 
As you show that love abroad , 
May our friends and loved companions 
Loving us he led to God. 

M. F. McK. 
i8so N, Twelfth St,, Pbiladelpbia 
March, 1897, 
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RUTH THE GLE7WNEH 




I. The IDeparture. 

!EL©^EID Bethlehem! Thou 
'* ylouse of Bread," 
Which to the World hath given 
"Bread of Life''; 
Thou goodly land of sacred memories, 
To thee We turn, to learn the simple tale 
©f one who found, through loyal human loVe, 
The pathway up to earth's immortal fame— 
§Weet Ruth, who, though a eMoabitess born, 
Received adoption in the chosen tribe 

^ Meaning of name Bethlehem, " House of Bread." 



II 
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12 RUTH THE GLEANER 

Prom which the ''^on of eMan" should bless 
the World. 

'Twas in the days when judges held their rule: 
There dwelt a man to whom our (giod Was T\ing, 
Who, with his faithful Wife and tWo bra>7e sons, 
Watched daily as the hand of Want laid Waste 
Their native land, belo>7ed Bethlehem. 
Till over all the fields which erstwhile smiled 
Beneath their harvest of full, golden grain, 
The sun in burning stillness lay. The brook 
JNo more Went dancing o'er its pebbly course; 
The sound of lowing cattle on the hills 
(£ame faint and fainter — ^for the pastures noW 
Were dried and sear. Vainly they scanned 
the skies 

1 Meaning of name Elimelech, "To whom God is Kin^." 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE DEPARTURE 1 3 

por promise of relief. could they but find 
A cloud, no bigger than the hand of man, 

1 hey Would rejoice in hope of coming good ; 
But day by day their Wearied eyes returned 
«As each repeated the sad history 
The former one had told of dearth and death, 
Till, in despair, 1 think he sadly spoke 
Thus to his patient Wife: 

''©ur little store of goods 
Is almost spent, and soon We four — you. Wife, 
And our tWo sons, and I — shall Want for food. 
eMore pitiless each day the famine groWs; 
eMore hopeless still through all our country Wide 
G)ounds forth each day the Wail of suffering 
Wrung from the hearts of those who soon must die. 
But in the land of eMoab, just beyond 

1 he sea, is plenty and to spare. Lfet us 
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14 RUTH THE GLEANER 

Then go to eMoab, that We perish not 

©f hunger in this land that gaVe us birth." 

**i^e heard that plenty reigns in eMoab fair, 
With all the joys which such abundance brings/' 
eNaomi thoughtfully replied to him: 
''But yet — but yet — rememberest thou not 
The 0od of our forefathers is not praised 
eNor Worship gi\?en there unto his name? 
G)hould We, the followers of Deho>7ah, Lford, 
WO right to quit our native land for theirs, 
E'en though that be a land of goodly store, 
•And ours a home of famine for the time?" 

''•Aye, I remember all," he quick replied; 
'M know strange gods are Worshiped there. 
^ehoVah is not praised. But, Wife, We four 
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THE DEPARTURE 1 5 

eNeed have no part in their unholy faith; 

We can be true, e'en though alone, in eMoab." 

^ 1 es, yes, We can be true." 'TWas half-assent, 
•And half a Weary, longing sigh With which 
eNciomi answered to his pleading tones, 
''pondly my heart doth cling to these old hills. 
Whereon since babyhood mine eyes haVe dwelt; 
And for the lo\?e of them, and all the good 
That 0od hath spoken in the days of old 
Concerning this dear land, | fain Would stay, 
Even amid its famine and its pain, 
Were | alone to suffer from the ill; 
But thoughts of thee, and of our precious boys, 
I3rge me to put aside all selfishness, 
And to accept thy Will as losing laW. 
But oh! I shall with ferVent constancy 
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l6 RUTH THE GLEANER 

Forever pray that 0ocl Will haste the day 
When rich prosperity shall be restored, 
That We may come again With joyous hearts 
To this, our home-land, sweetest Bethlehem." 

''So shall We both," Elimelech replied; 
''And surely thus he Will ere >7ery long; 
por are not We the sons of co>7enant? 
And is not this the land of promise given ? 
1 think the days of entile Will be short 
eMeanwhile in eMoab We shall quickly fmd 
The sustenance denied us here. And then. 
When once again the clouds shall gather up 
Their moisture from the sea, to drop in rain 
And gentle deW, until the land shall laugh 
With Verdure, and the brooks go sparkling on 
I heir happy course again. We Will return 
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THE DEPARTURE 1 7 

In an unbroken band to Worship 0ocl — 

©ur 0ocl — in this sWeet home of ours. J\o 

thought 
©f other gods shall tempt our hearts to stray 
prom him. eNo gain that through their Wor- 
ship false 
(i^ould come to us shall turn our feet from 

truth, 
<And following after righteousness 
*As it hath been repealed to us. Yea, eVen 

though 
Surrounded by the Wrong until We four 
Shall stand alone, We Will not yield our faith. 
And presently, the famine past, and Want 
Almost forgot, We, happy. Will return, 
Thanking our ^od that We haVe been preserved, 
rear not; I feel that all Will then be Well." 
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1 8 RUTH THE GLEANER 

Thus urged she made obedient reply: 
''(Contented then | go With thee, my husband, 
«As is the wife's sWeet duty. Lfo>^ing thee 
•And our tWo sons and 0od, 1 gladly go 
Qr>?en to distant eMoab, there to dwell 
lentil he shall restore prosperity 
To our beloved home of Bethlehem." 
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II. In eMoab. 

I© W futile are the brightest hopes 

of man! 
TioW short his sight! jloW 

little doth he knoW 

©f what the future holds fop him op his! 

Po-day We plan for strength and joy and gain 

Pop distant days; but when that hoped -fop time 

js now, We stand before the facts of life 

•And fmd them all unlike oup happy thoughts — 

e)o fap unlike, that in a mute amaze 

We in OUP heppts acknowledge that a poWep 

Beyond oup oWn has meted out oup days. 

19 
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20 RUTH THE GLEANER 

•And yet, when life is ended, and We see 
I he finished course, We shall rejoice and say 
That wisdom far aboVe oup oWn, and lo>7e, 
eMarked for our feet the devious Way. But noW, 
^s ever and again We pause to VieW 
Its Various turnings, comprehending not 
To what they lead (pausing most oft, | Ween, 
Dust where the densest shadows of our lives 
§hut in the Vision from the happy past, 
As Well as dim the sight to what may come, 
And leave us all confused amid our pain), 
eNoW, as We stand midway upon the path 
Whose end We know not, far too frequently 
We fmd even our faith held back by fears; 
And yet, as thus We boW in silent aWe 
Before the I^oWer We oWn, We Would not yield 
[t from our lives, if choice Were freely ours. 
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IN MOAB 21 



Aye, 80 it Was with these who left their homes 
And sought in eMoab for the good they lacked 
In Bethlehem : 

yioW bright their eager hopes 
As then they took their journey to the east, 
That when the days of famine should be past 
i hey Would return, in an unbroken band. 
To Worship (giod, as in the days of yore, 
In the dear land of promise he had given 
To be forever their inheritance. 

pair Were the fields of eMoab, and her plains 
Yielded them sustenance for all their Wants ; 
Pair Were her daughters too, and in their loVe 
The sons found solace for their lonely hearts, 
And for a little time earth seemed to smile, 
As life sped on almost unheededly; 
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22 RUTH THE GLEANER 

As it does eVep when oup hearts are h'ght, 
And all the path seems smooth before our feet. 

Then came a day when liyeath, who pauses not 
Por loVe, or loneliness, or Woman's tears, 
jfiut forth his hand, With its relentless grasp, 
And touched those faithful husbands three. 
And left them pale, and still, and Voiceless there, 
While the three WidoWed hearts Were left to mourn 
In sorrow o'er their desolation sore. 



Ah! lonely lot! Where noW is the bright hope 
©f ten short years before? Where noW the plan 
©f prosperous reunion, shared by all 
Whom they had dearly !o>7ed ? 

Alas ! alas ! 
Lfike many another blighted hope, its death 
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IN MOAB 23 

Lreft but a ghostly memory, whose joy 
§0 close resembled pain it almost seemed 
A burden greater than the heart can bear, 
But Would not, if it could, dismiss. 

e)o, e\?en noW 
The childless Widow's thoughts With longing turned 
To the dear land of her nativity. 
And since the neWs had reached her that once more 
Itrosperity had been restored to those 
Who dwelt beyond the river and the sea, 
§he bade farewell to gra>;es she fondly loVed, 
And many a neW-found friend, who had been kind, 
And turned her faltering footsteps thitherward. 

As first she started forth upon her Way, 
Tier two sons' Wives, the Jvloabitish youths, 
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24 RUTH THE GLEANER 

©Weet Ruth and ©rpah, kept her company; 
To whom, as on they Walked, eNaomi spoke 
(n saddened accents : 

** It is said that noW 
The Lropd hath Visited again the land 
©f Bethlehem, and given hep people bread. 
|t is my native land; the home in which 
I dwelt With the companion of my youth ; 
The land in which my sons — my boys — ^Were born; 
The land | loVed, when loVe and I Were friends; 
The home in which my kindred dwell to-day; 
The country where DehoVah reigns supreme. 
Where 0od is Worshiped, he alone adored. 

'' I is ten long, Weary years since, famine-driven. 
We left that home for this of eMoab fair; 
^nd now the Lford hath taken husband, sons. 
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IN MOAB 2; 

And I Would be alone but for you tWo, 

Jy\y good sons' Wi>;es, my daughters, ©rpah, 

Ruth. 

Tour loVe to me has been a solace sWeet, 
And for it still my heart doth bless you both. 
But now 1 Would go back unto the land 
Of mine oWn youth. I pray you then return 
hfoch to her father's house in Jvloab. There 
1 he Lford deal kindly With you, as ye ha\?e 
In days gone by dealt With the dead, and noW 
With me. | pray my gracious ©od Will grant 
That each may fmd again re$t, home, and loVe 
Among your people. eNoW the peace of @od 
l\est on and 'bide With you foreVermore." 
'^ eNot so!" they answered With united breath; 
'' purely We Will not leaVe thee, but With thee 
Return unto thy people and thy land." 
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26 RUTH THE GLEANER 

''eNay, daughters fair," eNaomi quick replied; 
** Tour lo>?e to me is kind, your hearts are true, 
^nd I do bless you for your tenderness, 
But now ye know not what ye say. The land 
To which I go hath not your gods, and there 
1 he people are not yours. e)tay ye and Wed 
In your oWn land. I, aged and alone, 
Return With little hope of earthly good. 
But ye are young, and yet may happy be 
With your oWn kindred. §tay ye, then, and Wed 
<As Well becomes your youth. And may the Lford 
r'ore>?er bless you for your faithfulness." 

It Was the testing-time in those tWo lives — 
e)uch time as comes to eVery one of us — 
(£ome8 all unrecognized by us, 'tis true. 
Yet comes, but once to each in all the years. 
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IN MOAB 27 

Although the separate acts of all the past 

Lread up to that decisi>?e hour when choice 

©f this, or that, defines beyond recall 

The possibilities . that follow it 

Such crises do not ''make the man"; their poWer 

Is only to re>?eal what he hath made 

Already through the grace of @od of life. 

§0 ©rpah chose fair JMoab's sunny home, 
With its alluring hopes of future good ; 
And as she. Weeping, kissed eNaomi there, 
And turned her back upon the lonely tWo, 
She also turned aWay from history's page, 
And of her happiness, or of her Woe 
We know no more. 

But gentle, loving Ruth, 
Too loyal to the past noW to forsake, 
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28 RUTH THE GLEANER 

I 00 tender in her present loVe to lea\?e 
That aged WidoWed heart alone, close cla\?e 
(3nto eNaomi's side, nor thought of hope 
®f any earthly gain, nor e\?en glanced 
Regretfully for but a moment's space 
At her who lefl them for her early home. 



Then through her tears jNaomi spake again : 
" Behold thy sister, ©rpah, has gone back 
(3nto her people, and unto her gods. 
Return thou after her, and lea\?e me free 
I go my hopeless, WidoWed Way alone; 
Return, return and seek the happy joys 
That must aWait thee in thy nati>;e land, 
peace be to thee. 0od's peace rest on thee 
there." 
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IN MOAB 29 

Ruth; 

"Crntreat, entreat me not to lea>;e thee noW; 
Lret me go With thee, fop the tender lo>;e 
I bore unto the dead; aye, for the lo\?e 
IDeep in my heart for thee, my mother, noW. 
Crntreat me not, entreat me not to Iea\?e; 
Lret me go with thee to wheresoe'er thou Wilt" 



A 



aomi. 



*' But in my native land of Israel 
We ha\?e full many a laW to thee unknown. 
We are commanded that the e)abbath 
§hall be kept holy. In its sacred hours 



^ The conversation which here follows, and which I have given in 
dialogue form, is a comparatively close paraphrase of that which tradi* 
tion relates as occurring at this time. — M. F. McK. 
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30 RUTH THE GLEANER 

We may not travel from our dwelling-place 
Jvlore than a thousand cubits, but content 
eMust quietly abide near to our homes, 
Lrest We should break- the solemn covenant 
Jvlade by our fathers in the Wilderness/' 

Ruth. 

'^ I is Well. I have no heart to roam abroad. 

Whither thou goest Will 1 also go; 

<And where thou stayest Will 1 gladly stay." 



Jaomi. 



'' We have a laW by which We are forbid 

Ever to lodge beneath a (yentile roof 

©r to partake of hospitality 

Spread by the hand of one who cannot claim 
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IN MOAB 31 

To be a son of faithful Abraham, 

Lrest We should eat uncleanness to our souls." 

Ruth. 

*' That matters not to me, fop wheresoe'er 
Thou findest lodging for thy Weary head, 
Phere Will I be content to lodge as Well. 
I seek no shelter, SQ'^e to share With thee 
I he . lot which shall be thine, if here or there." 

aomi. 

''eMy daughter, in the law which eMoses ga\?e 
clnto our people Israel, We ha\?e 

0\7e si)? hundred precepts, all of which 
e are commanded that We keep With care; 
' [would be a hea\^ burden unto thee 
I o learn them, and to keep them strictly all." 
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32 RUTH THE GLEANER 

Ruth. 

''The laWs and precepts that thy people keep 

Will I keep also, for from this time forth 

Thy people shall be mine. Lfo! 1 haVe said.'* 



Jaomi. 



'' We are forbidden to give reverence 
To any gods such as the nations serVe 
About us, but to Worship from the heart 
DehoVah, who made heaVen and earth and seas, 
<And all that in them is, and who rules all 
his great Word of poWer and faithfulness." 



Ruth. 

"Again 'tis Well, for noW thy Giod shall be 
Jvly 0od, him Will 1 serVe henceforth; 
eNo longer shall the fleeting Vanities 
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IN MOAB 33 

©f idols made With hands enchain my heart, 
But I Will sep>;e the @od of Israel 
Who, from the beauty of thy daily life, 
eMy soul must judge to be the only true 
And Wise and loving Lford of all the earth; 
Prom this day forth thy @od shall be my God." 



aomi. 



'' Lristen again, my child. In Israel 

We haVe four sorts of death for those who break 

The law. There sWift and sure the penalty 

Is meted out on those who do a Wrong 

And bring dishonor on Ueho>;ah's name." 

Ruth. 

" eNot yet Will I turn back from following thee, 
Por where thou diest Will I also die.** 
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34 RUTH THE GLEANER 

eNaomi. 

''"And We ha\?e houses for the burying 
Each by his family of those who die. 
Thy father's house is far from Israel." 

Ruth. 

'* I is Well. Por then With thee Will | be buried ; 

1 will not lea\?e thee, so entreat nne not; 

Lfet naught but death part me from thee henceforth." 
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II. The Return. 

I© they two journeyed all the Weary 

Way 

Which lay between their Jvloa- 

bitish home, 

i^hose joy had been to mourning turned so soon, 

And the fair hills, noW richly har>;est-croWned, 

©f Bethlehem, the Beautiful. 

©ut now. 

As they Would pass Within its gates, there came 

I he friends of other days, who eager asked, 

e)ometimes in glad surprise, sometimes in doubt, 

Sometimes in sorrow at the changes sad 

35 
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36 RUTH THE GLEANER 

Which time had Wrought in hep fair countenance, 
©ometimes of her, and sometimes each of each, 
Though still repeating the same question o*er: 
'Ms this eNaomi?" "©ister, is it thou?" 

I whom she answered in regretful' tone: 
"eNay, not eNaomi. (£all me Jvlara iroW-; 
I Went out full — aye — ^full of the rare joy 
©f holy wifehood and sWeet motherhood^ 
©f the contented bliss of lo>;ing and 
©f being loVed by those whose presence makes 
A >^ery heaven of earth. 

" But now, but now, 
The Lford himself hath brought me home again 
Emptied of all of these. ©ereft of sons 
"And husband, behold | stand alone 
©ut for the constancy of her who comes 
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THE RETURN 37 

Back from her native land, and all the joys 
That might aWait her there, to share With me 
The soppoWs of my lonely-heapted life, 
\yj\\ me no longer by the old sWeet name 
©f * Pleasantness,' fop noW it ill-befits 
eMy lot in life. But, 'JMapa' — 'Bittep,' call 
The one who noW hath drained e'en to its 

dpegs 
The cup of bittepest soppoW knoWn on eapth — 
The cup of uttep, lo>;eless loneliness. 
Yes, 'eMara,' call me, since the Lfopd himself 
jiath testified against me. Pop bittep, 
Bittep is the lot of one who turns 
•Aside fpom oup HehoVah's care, and seeks 
E'en though it be in fairer, gpeenep fields, 
hop that which ppo\?es but eapthly good alone. 
I he LfOpd is just in all that he hath done." 
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38 RUTH THE GLEANER 

Then as they tWo pesumed their lonely Way 
eNaomi spake, part to her oWn sad heart, 
And part to her companion, as she said : 
''Ah, Bethlehem! eMy oWn beloVed toWn! 
I loVe her hills. I loVe her Very air. 
eMore blue her skies than other skies can be; 
eMore fragrant are her floWers than otherwhere 

I hey bloom ; more soft her grassy slopes and Vales; 
And friends to me are kind, e'en though the years 

I hat in their dull progression hath denied 
The good We planned, left me so near estranged 
That scarce my 'fo^'^^ime neighbors and my old 
pamiliar friends could call my name, as noW 
I came again from out the distant land. 

'' 1 here's noW no lack of food Within her bounds; 
I he ripening hardest fields proclaim that noW 
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THE RETURN 39 

i\\e Lfopd DehoVah hath revisited 
I he land With plenteous faVor for her sons. 
©*er all the sunny uplands | can see 
The heads of barley nodding in the breeze, 
And to my ear is borne the joyous song 
And shouts of happy laughter, and the jests 
©f those who gather in the ripened grain. 

"And yet, what hope haVe We, the WidoWed one 
Who dwells with but her orphaned, WidoWed child ? 
We are alone — alone! | he saddest Word, 
To those who know its depths of misery. 
That e'er Was penned. (Sut off from all the World, 
The bounty which the hardest brings to earth 
Is not for us, as for more faVored ones. 
0od pity us! who need indeed his loVe 
And all his tender, pitying care. 
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40 RUTH THE GLEANER 

''And yet, in truth, he hath already looked 

|n pity on our desolate estate, 

And hath provided for all such as We. 

'' We haVe a law in Israel, in force 
§ince the good days of eMoses (whom We hold 
10 be (god's holy prophet unto us. 
Telling his Will in all that We should do). 
That when, in the broad fields of Waving grxjin, 
©Wned by the rich who know no lack of good. 
Pull many a reaper binds the golden sheaVes, 
They leave some handfuls here and there for those 
Who, like ourselves, must trust in 0od to put 
The rich in kind remembrance of our needs. 
That by*their bounty We may eat and live. 

^^(30 then, my child, when morning daWns, and glean 
ith other maidens, daughters of the poor. 
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THE RETURN 41 

^ftep the reapers in some harvest field. 
And may the bord DehoVah guide thy steps, 
And give the grace that thou mayst haply find 
That which shall Well supply our <laily v^hL" 

'' 1 is Well, my mother," gentle Ruth replied ; 
" I will go forth, as thou hast bidden me, 
And, following where the reapers first haVe gone 
And taken what they Would, there Will | glean 
The handfuls that may fall and bring to thee." 

" Yes, go, my daughter, and the Lford go With thee 
And keep thee from all harm," eNaomi said. 

1 vVas thus that Ruth, the gentle eMoabite, 
Went forth at daWn of day to glean in fields 
Whither HehoVah Would direct her feet 
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IV. In the Tlapv^est Pield. 

so it came to pass slie took 

hep Way 
Among the hardest fields until 

she came 
To one belonging unto ©oaz, kin 
anto Elimelech, who late had died 
In eMoab, and a mighty man of Wealth, 
yield in high honor all the country through. 
There, in his fields, she gleaned With modest mien, 
following the reapers as they gayly toiled, 
eNear to the gleaners, yet apart from all. 

Then the great oWner of the harvest fields 

dame forth to VieW their Work, and reverently 
42 
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Tie greeted them : 

"The Lfopd be With you all." 

''The Lford bless thee," responded they, as low 
They boWed themselves before their master's feet. 
Then Cometh he to him whom he had set 
©Ver the reapers, as one having charge, 
And asked: '' Who is this damsel fair who gleans 
art from all the rest in these, my fields?" 



" It is the eMoabite," he answer made, 
''Who came from the green hills beyond the sea 
With eNaomi, the WidoW of thy kin; 
pop in that land jNaomi's son, noW dead, 
ad married her, the gentle Ruth, and she 
ould suffer not her mother to return 
lone; but, giving up her gods and home. 
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^nd the fond hopes which all about them cling, 
Turned she to Bethlehem and Israers (sod, 
eMoking deliberate choice for life and death. 

''§he came this morning to the fields, and prayed 
To be allowed to glean the heads that fall 
•After the reapers take whatever they Would, 
^nd she hath tarried until noW, apart 
^nd silently at Work; modest she seems, 
•And full of gentle grace; for | haVe marked 
jler Well in Word and carriage." 

And Boaz graVely said: "§he hath done Well; 
IDisturb her not; and as ye reap, | pray 
Lret handfuls fall of purpose in her Way, 
That she may glean and those she loVes may live." 
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Then sought he Ruth, and kindly spake to her: 
"0lean in these fields of mine, and fear no ill; 
Abide here by my maidens. | haVe charged 
eMy reapers that they touch thee not And when 
Thou art athirst, go thou and drink of that 
Which the young men haVe draWn." 

Then fell she down 
13pon her face before him as she said: 
''I am a stranger from the foreign land 
©f eMoab. Wherefore haVe 1 noW found grace 
Before thine eyes, that thou shouldst knowledge take 
©f me in my distress?" 

" Rise, gentle Ruth," 
^Aindly Boaz said. "I haVe been fully shoWn 
All of thy faithfulness unto my kin ; 
•poW thou hast left thy father, mother, home. 
And the dear haunts of thy nativity, 
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^nd, with a loving heart and purpose true, 
ylast come unto this land, till now unknown. 
The Lxord DehoVah recompense thy Work. 
<A full reward be gi>7en unto thee 
By the great Sod of Israel, beneath 
Whose all-protecting Wing thou'st come to trust" 

1 o whom thus Ruth full modestly replied : 
" Lret me fmd faVor in thy sight, my lord ; 
por kindly hast thou comforted my Want, 
eMost kindly hast thou spoken to my heart, 
Though not of thine oWn country born." 

'^ 1 hou hast found faVor," ©oaz quick replied. 
'' Before us all the Lford hath given thee grace, 
(iilean and fear not, and hither come to eat; 
The blessing of the Lford ^ehoVah rest 
In peace on thee and thine forever more.'* 
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Tlius all day long sne gleaned, and when at night 
e)he turned hep footsteps homeWard once again, 
* 1 Was with a goodly store for all their heeds. 

Then asked jNaomi eagerly: '' eMy child. 
Where hast thou gleaned to-day? Where 

Wroughtest thou? 
That thou hast brought such ample store of grain? 
Blessed be he that didst such knowledge take 
Of thee and of our need." 

^nd Ruth replied : 
'* 1 Was in the fields of ©oaz 1 haVe gleaned, 
And in his sight the Lford DehoVah gaVe 
eMe kindly fa\?or, for With thoughtful care 
Tie told the reapers to disturb me not; 
And me he bade come constantly and glean 
after day until the har>7ests all 
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Are past; and on my head he did invoke 
The blessings of thy nation's holy 0od. 
As if by birth I had inherited 
The promises which eVer must belong 
unto the people of (god's covenant" 

'' Thy faithfulness shall make thee evermore 
Inheritor With us of promised good," 
eNaomi answered thoughtfully. ''And noW 
Blessed be Boaz of the Lford, our 0od; 
Blessed be he who in his heart is kind 
To li>7ing and to dead. (god's kindness be 
Cipon him evermore. 

"Listen, my child: 
In Israel We haVe a righteous laW 
That when a man is dead, if he has left 
A childless Widow, that his nearest kin 
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§hall haVe the right, by paying certain fees, 

Thus to redeem unto himself the land 

©f family inheritance to be 

jlis oWn; and, furthermore, that he shall take 

The widowed Wife, that in his brother s house 

There still may be a representative 

To carry down the honored name he bore 

In Israel. por Woe to him whose lamp 

§hall cease to burn among the race of men. 

" 4\noW then, that ©oaz, in whose ripening fields 
Thou'st gleaned to-day, is Very near of kin 
To those whom We haVe loVed and noW haVe lost, 
yie is a mighty man of Wealth, whose name 
Is proudly held in honor by us all. 
And he is good as he is great. Tiis heart 
Is kind QS are his acres rich and broad ; 
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1 he bord Was gracious thus to guide thy feet 
1 his belongings, and to give thee grace 
Before his eyes. (Though oft he doth the same 
When We think not.) G^ontinue thoii to glean 
As thou hast Wrought this day; and may our (god 
©till give thee loving faVor in his sight; 
por though the lot is cast into the lop, 
I he whole disposing of it is from pim 
Who knows our hearts, and marks each devious path 
Where it is best for us to take our Way. 
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V. At the Gate. 
©, day by day, until the hap\?est's 



Close 



The gentle Ruth gleaned in 
the gen'pous fields 
©f the great, kindly man of Bethlehem. 
And brought home corn sufficient for their needs. 

And, day by day, in fcoaz' noble heart 

There greW an admiration, fond and true, 

por all hier constancy and modest Worth, 

antil he came to realize With joy. 

That as the youthful Widow of his kin 

§he had a claim upon his kindliness 

Which he most gladly oWned. 

51 



Digitized 



by Google 



52 RUTH THE GLEANER 

jiowbeit, there Was one 
Who nearer stood in kinship than himself; 
Who, therefore, had a prior right to his. 
Both in the goodly family heritage 
And to the hand of her who held it noW. 
yience, though braVe ©oaz loVed her Well, his soul 
^corned an advantage Wrongly gained ; and so 
y|e first must know his mind concerning it 

©ose to the city's gate the elders met 
In council, to decide full many a cause 
The people brought before their judgment there; 
And when a settlement Was reached in aught, 
This Was the custom of that former time: 
That he who gaVe his right aWay, if free 
©f will, or for a price, should also give 
The sandal from his foot, in token thus 
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I hat he released all claim to him who took 
It from his hand. 

' I Was to these Witnesses 
That Boaz sought, there to present his cause 
And learn the Will of him who had the right, 
Before himself, to redeem their kindred's land 
And claim the hand of gentle Ruth as his. 
&o, when the elders had assembled there, 
jie Watched until this kinsman too should come, 
And then he called aloud to him, and said . 

"jlo! ye are he for whom I seek this day. 
Turn now aside, | pray, and hear my cause, 
And let these elders be our Witnesses. 
Rememberest thou eNaomi, she who Went 
Porth with hflimelech, our near of kin, 
Gnto the fruitful plains beyond the sea 
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In time when famine had oppressed oup land ? 
<And hast thou heard hoW that oup brothep died, 
And then the tWo bpa\7e sons on whom she leaned, 
Lfea\7ing eNaomi sore bepeft and lone, 
^QV fpom hep home and fpom the friends of youth 
<And from the Worship of UehoVah's name?" 

The kinsman's broW Was dark, as answered he : 
''Aye, I remember. What is that to thee 
©r me ? Who could imagine aught but ill 
(Sould follow those who left their (siod to seek 
Among a godless people earthly good ? " 

'* Lfet us judge gently of the dead. We know 
eNot that he left his faith in (siod, e'en though 
The famine droVe him to a godless land," 
Replied the generous-hearted ©oaz then. 
'* But now eNaomi hath returned again 
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To this hep home; fop though she lacked no good 
©f eapthly stope while dwelling in that land, 
Tlep heapt, unsatisfied, tupned back to us, 
Tlep nati\7e home, hep friends, hep kin, hep Sod." 

^till in ungpacious mood the kinsman said : 
'' r>7e pumop heapd of this; but once again 
I ask, 'What noW is this to thee op me?' 
©he sought no council in hep going fopth. 
Why then should she e>Jpect a faVop noW ? 
pop I suppose thou'pt come With some pequest 
That thou hast hailed me thus, and bpought hep 

plight 
iDefope the assembled eldeps at the gate." 

*' 'Tis not a fa\7op that I cpa\7e fop hep 
ppom thy ungpacious hands. I do but seek 
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To gi\7e thee opportunity to claim 

1 \\y right concerning her and hers. e)he hath 
A piece of land, of \7alue in the lot 
•Apportioned once unto our father's use. 
1 fancy thou, no more than I, Wouldst care 

|o see it pass to stranger hands; so noW 
It is to be redeemed, if thus We Will. 

Tis true I am near kinsman unto her, 
But thou still nearer art, and therefore thou 
Tiast the first right, according to our law. 
To say what thou Wilt do concerning it," 

" A piece of land ? ©f goodly Worth, thou 

say est ? ** 
The selfish kinsman smiled at hope of gain 
§0 cheaply Won by purchase as of laW. 
''lis Well! I will redeem it, that henceforth 
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eNo man With truth may say in Israel 
I did esteem but lightly that which (jiod 
•Aforetime ga\7e unto our father's care. 
It shall not pass to hands unknown to us. 
I will redeem it — lea\7e it all to me." 

" 1 hou Wilt redeem the land ? " ©oaz replied, 
'* eNoW mark thee Well. The day thou buyest 

the field 
Thou also must take Ruth, Wife of the dead, 
The gentle eMoabitess, to be thine, 
That thou mayest raise the name of oup 

near kin 
lo his inheritance; for she hath come 
prom all her people, and from all hep gods, 
To dwell With us, and learn the Worship true 
©f our ^eho\7ah, Lford of all the earth." 
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'' eNay, nay, I cannot then redeem the land, 

Lrest I should map my oWn inheritance. 

1 yield my right to thee. Redeem thou it" 

With quick refusal then the kinsman stooped 

<And, plucking off his sandal from his foot, 

(gia\7e it to ©oaz as a Witness noW 

That he had thus released all lawful claim 

To that which held the possibility 

©f good to others rather than himself 

Then, smiling, ©oaz boWed and ansWered him 
''Thou sayest Well, for 1 am ne)Ct of kin, 
<And ready stand to do a kinsman's part ; 
<And these, the elders, gathered at the gate, 
Are witnesses this day between us tWo, 
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That thou dost fully yield thy right to me, 

Though first 'tWas offered thee as nearer kin; 

<And that to-day 1 buy the land which once 

Belonged unto our father's heritage, 

^nd thence descended to Crlimelech, 

And to his sons, who noW are deod and 

gone; 
eMoreo\7er, that I claim besides the tand, 
Sweet Ruth, the gentle eMoabitess, noW 
To be my Wife, faithful and true to me 
As once she Was to eMahlon, and as since 
She hath continued in eNaomi's lo\7e ; 
All ye are Witnesses." 

And they replied : 
''We are thy Witnesses. The Lford bless thee 
And all thine house. And do thou Worthily 
In this thy home, the land of Bethlehem." 
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Thus gentle Ruth found home and loVe once more. 
Thus in the promises of Israers Sod 
©he came to be full sharer, and her sons 
eNumbered among the nation's greatest, Wisest 

kings, 
<Aye, eVen 4\ing of kings, through earthly line 
(Same forth to bless this whole Wide World of ours, 
^nd so Was proved that losing, loyal heart, 
Wherever in (siod's service it is found, 
[s richer heritage than proudest blood. 
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